SAFE CUSTODY
a hand, " The dell is up there, below the crest of
that hill. Once we had but the overflow, and when
the springs diminished, our water failed. But my
father-in-law arranged it and laid a pipe in the dell,
and now we always have water: and Hohenems does
not miss it, for a great fall washes the castle by day
and night,"
So we learned a way which would lead us straight
up the mountain to the very point we desired. Two
minutes later we bade our informant good-bye.
The sun was going down as we came to the dell,
but though Olivia was weary, I dared not let her rest
because the air was so chill.
Where the water came from I could not see, but a
sturdy fountain was gushing out of the forest which
lapped the dell. Here the water seethed for a moment
before foaming down the channel which led to the
castle fall, and out of this pool, no doubt, the farmer
had led his pipe.
Now even if we could have done so, to follow the
channel would have been waste of time, for I knew
that it led to a cliff down which the water fell sheer
for the first thirty feet of the fall: but if we bore to
the left and then descended a little before we bore
back to the right we should skirt the peak of the
mountain and joint the water again below the cliff.
And then we should be directly above the castle,
some three hundred feet below.
Three hundred feet.
I wiped the sweat from my brow.
I had arranged with Palin that, if we were not in
by nightfall, a light should be shown in some window
that faced the north: with this and the water to
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